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WELCOME

Dear <<First Name>>,

We are on our way into a very busy yet productive 2015 for the commercial space sector.
Last week the President's FY 2016 budget request was released. CSF applauded
the budget which provided $1.24 billion for the Commercial Crew Program, $231 million for
Advanced Exploration Systems, and $15 million for Space Technology’s Flight
Opportunities Program.

Commercial Crew leverages competitive, firm-fixed price contracts to provide the U.S. with
multiple transportation capabilities to and from the International Space Station. AES
initiatives enable NASA to leverage industry’s investments in the development of
exploration capabilities such as expandable habitat modules and lunar landers and the
Flight Opportunities Program works with commercial companies to pursue cost-effective
technology demonstration and science research opportunities on suborbital vehicles. All of
these programs continue to enable the growth of U.S. space exploration in cost-effective
ways through public-private partnerships with NASA. 
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We look forward to working with Congress to enable the highest level of funding for these
programs.
As always, please reach out to us if you have any questions on these or any other topics. 

Sincerely,
Eric
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ABOUT US

The Commercial Spaceflight Federation (CSF) is the industry organization of leading
businesses and organizations working to make commercial human spaceflight a reality.
Our mission is to promote the development of commercial human spaceflight, pursue ever
higher levels of safety, and share best practices and expertise throughout the industry.

Currently, 50 businesses and organizations are CSF members. Executive Members
include commercial spaceflight developers, operators, and spaceports. Associate
Members include suppliers supporting commercial spaceflight, with recent members
including suppliers of mission support services and suppliers of training, medical, and life-
support products and services.

http://www.commercialspaceflight.org/
http://www.commercialspaceflight.org/membership/member-organizations/


FIND CSF MEMBERS IN YOUR STATE

CSF member organizations and CSF research and education mission (REM) affiliates
span from coast to coast. Click here for an interactive map of the commercial space
organizations in your state!

POLICY HIGHLIGHT

Commercial Crew and the Commercial Spaceflight Industry

Since it began in 2010, the Commercial Crew Program (CCP) has been crucial to
America’s spaceflight capabilities and industrial base.  The program began out of the need
to reestablish American human spaceflight capabilities after the decommissioning of the
Shuttle, but CCP means much more than the return of human spaceflight.  In the recent
budget proposal, NASA is seeking $1.244 billion for the program and the appropriation of
these funds would have benefits far beyond domestic crewed launches. 

NASA recently awarded the Commercial Crew Transportation Capability (CCtCap)
contracts to SpaceX and Boeing to provide crewed launch services to the ISS.  In this final
stage of CCP, it is important that there are multiple competitors. Competition will help to
keep costs down, quality and safety up, and the industrial base will be energized with more
high tech jobs.  Additionally, competition ensures a more robust spaceflight capability for
the nation rather than relying on a single vehicle or provider. 

In light of recent tensions with Russia, it is more important than ever to ensure the timely
completion of CCP.  The US government is required to pay Russia for seats aboard the
Soyuz. However, Russia recently tripled the price from $22 million to $71 million per
astronaut. CCP is helping to regain independent human spaceflight capabilities, as well as
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put US taxpayer dollars to work in the American economy.  A report by The Tauri Group at
the outset of CCP found that the program would contribute roughly 11,800 jobs across
America on an annual basis over the next 5 years. The benefits to the industrial base have
been invaluable in maintaining American dominance in the global space industry.

The recently released 2014 annual report of NASA’s Aerospace Safety Advisory Panel
(ASAP) criticized CCP for an alleged lack of transparency.  Just two weeks after the
report’s release, ASAP found that the NASA and the program had already seen "significant
improvement in the openness and transparency associated with Commercial Crew,”
according to the panel’s chairman, retired Navy Vice Admiral Joe Dyer.  This
responsiveness is an indication of NASA and industry’s prioritization and dedication to
safety, especially when it comes to launching American astronauts. 

Past years have seen appropriations at levels far below the requested budget, and if the
program is to be completed in the projected 2017 time frame, the requested funds are
essential. If the program is delayed due to underfunding it would prolong American
dependence on Russia, take a larger toll on the taxpayer, and weaken the nation’s space
capabilities and industrial base considerably. 

CSF UPDATES

CSF President conducted outreach for SpaceX's CRS launch, appearing in both print and
live media.

CSF continues to work with the Administration to build on previous program successes
while identifying upcoming public-private partnership opportunities.

CSF will be participating in the upcoming FAA 2015 Conference in Washington, D.C. Both
CSF President Eric Stallmer and Media Specialist Kellie Gerardi will be speaking on
Wednesday, February 4th. 

RECENT INDUSTRY NEWS

January 4 - 2014 saw the most successful launches in two decades, with Russia, the
United States and China contributing more than 80 percent of global launch activity.  
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January 10 - SpaceX successfully launches resupply mission to ISS, with the
subsequent barge landing attempt “close, but no cigar” according to CEO Elon Musk.

January 17 - Virgin Galactic introduces second SpaceShipTwo.

January 22 - Moon Express signs an agreement with Space Florida to use Space Launch
Complex 36 (SLC-36) for its lunar lander development and flight test operations.  

 

RESOURCES

Consult the following resources for the most up-to-date news and information about the
commercial space industry!

Commercial Spaceflight Federation
Visit the Commercial Spaceflight Federation homepage for the most recent press releases
and news stories featuring CSF member organizations.

Spaceflight Now Launch Tracker
Check out the Spaceflight Now Launch Tracker for the most up-to-date schedule of U.S.
government, commercial, and foreign space launches.

SpacePolicyOnline.com
Go to SpacePolicyOnline for recent news and analysis as well as a comprehensive list of
space-related hearings, briefings, and events in the Washington, DC area.

NASA Procurement Information
Consult the NASA procurement page for a breakdown of NASA spending by state and
Congressional district; details include information about SBIR awards, grants, and
contracts with universities and businesses. 

FAA Office of Commercial Space Transportation (AST)
Head to the FAA AST website to view launch licenses and procedures as well as relevant
legislation governing commercial space.
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